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October  6,  1993

Mr. Larry Johnson
Genwa1 Coal Cornpany
P .O .  Box  1201
195 Nor th 100 West
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Larry:

This  le t ter  i -s  in  regard to  the construct ion of  f ish barr ier  in
the Lef t  Fork of  Hunt ington creek as a rn i t igat ion pro ject  to  be
incruded in  Genwal 's  Min ing and Reclamat ion p1an.  A number of
problems have become evident as our off ice worked to develop a
design for this project. We present the fol lowing cornments and
recommendation for your information.

Kevin christopherson, Regional Fisheries Manager, surveyed the
Left Fork of Huntington Creek for sites suitable for the
construct ion of  a  f ish barr ier .  The s i te  we had or ig ina l ly
proposed was not suitable. Some potential sites were found but
were ' located some d is tance upst ream which defeats  the purpose of
the barrier and would result in considerable resource damage
dur ing construct ion.  A barr ier  s imi lar  to  what  we had proposed
was found within. the drainage, but this structure has been
inef fect ive in  b lock ing the-passage of  f ish.  rn  order  to
construct  a  barr ier  suf f ic ient  to  b lock f ish passage,  extensive
stream rnodif ication would be recruired and would reiult in sorne
ponding within the stream. rn iaait ion to being considerabry
more costly, this would cause a build-up of sediments whi-ch is
arso undesirable. Another potentiat prout-em would be the
isolation and barrier to splwning tha-t this project courd
represent to cutthroat trout located downstream in Huntinston
Creek.

Given th is  in format ion,  we fee l  that  i t  is  in  the best  in terest
of  the resource to  wi thdraw the proposal  to  construct  th is  f ish
barr ier  as a rn i t igat ion pro ject . -  We real ize th is  presents some
problems wi th  regard to  Div is ion of  o i1 ,  Gas and Min ing (DocM)
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requirernents-for your Mine pran. For this reason, w€ d.eveloped
the alternative wildl i fe enhancement measures presented in oirr
letter of September 27, 1993. These enhancement measures should
satisfy DocM's requirements with regard to wildri fe habitat
enhancement.

we appreciate your efforts with regard to the f ish barrier
project and regret any inconvenience this may cause. rf you have
any quest ions,  p lease contact  me.

Sincerely
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I StaG of TJtah
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RXSOURCES
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES

South€ast€m Region
455 W€st Railroad Avenu€
Price. Utah 84501 -2829

801 -637-331 0
8Ol-637-7361 (Faxl

Michael O. Leavitt
Gwemor

Ted Stewart
&mtive Director

Timothy H. Pmvan
Divisiou Director

ff&uErvsllr,September 2'7, 1993 ccT I t99J

DIVISION OF
otl, cAS & Mff{ft{cMr. Larry Johnson

Genwal Coal Company, Inc.
P .O .  Box  L20 t -
195 North LOO West
Huntington, Utah 84529

Dear l.arry:

This letter is in regard to the potential wildl i fe enhancement
measures which were discussed at the September 2L, 1993 si-te
review of Genwal's faci l i t ies attended by DWR and DOGM. We
appreciate the opportunity of working wiln you to develop
reclamation practices which wil l-  be of benefit  to local wildl i fe.
We recommend that the following measures be included in the
reclamation section of the l tRp as f ish and wildl i fe habitat
enhancement.

Wildl i fe habitat values found at the mine site include big game
winter and summer range, fisheries and riparian habitat and
non-game rnammal and bird habitat. The reclamation procedures
currently included in the MRP should enhance big game, fisheries
and riparian values. The fol lowing measures wil l  enhance the
non-giame habitat value of the reclaimed site.

As the mine site i-s regraded during reclamation procedures, we
reconmend that several rock piles be constructed using the large
rocks and boulders that occur at the site. Rock pi les provide
several benefits to wildl i fe including perch sites, protection
from the elernents and predators, nest sites and vegetative
enhancenent due to improved snow catchment. Boulders used in
constructing rock piles should be large enough so that, when
pi led,  there is  a  maze of  spaces wi th in  the p i le .  Rock p i les of
an irregular configuration are of greater value to wildl i fe due
to an increased edge. We recommend the construction of several
smal l  rock p i les (10 l -5  f t .  on a s ide and 3 5 f t .  h igh) ,
rather than a single 1arge pi le.

Nest boxes can benefit  a variety of birds, including songrbirds,
various perching birds, woodpeckers, owls and kestrels. The lack
of }arge-diameter trees at the mine site likely lirnits the number
of nest sites available to these cavity-nesting species. We
reconmend that the power poles located on the mine site be
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salvagedr- replaced following reclamation, and nest boxes attached
to provide nest sites for civity-nesting'species. Enclosed is anest box design which wirr ue siritabre ior nost owl and
woodpecker species, as well as kestrels. We recommend that the
boxes_ be placed 1o L2 feet above the ground. The poles and
nest boxes should be placed around the lerimeter or Lne reclaj-med
area within i_5 feet oi undisturbed habitat.

we appreciate_your willingness to incorporate measures into
reclamation pran which wirr enhance the area for wildlife.
you have any questions regarding our reconmendations or if
be of additional assistance, pr6ase contact ne.

Kenneth W. phippen
Regional Habitat l1anager

SRzlc l

Enclosure

Mr. Larry Johnson

Ralph Miles, DWR
Paul Baker, DOGIr{
Charles Jankiewicz, USFS

September 27, L993
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Sincerely


